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The Jonathan Hunt House in the Royal BC Museum’s First Peoples gallery, opened 
1977. Chief Alfred Hunt of Fort Rupert is the current rights-holder for the house. 

 



First Nations objects in the collection of the British Columbia Provincial 
Museum of Natural History and Anthropology, about 1898 



From the B. Filip Jacobsen collection, 
1893 



Early catalogue book listing acquisitions from the 1890s, including some of 
Filip Jacobsen’s collection. 



Structures in Thunderbird Park, installed 1942. 



Mungo Martin (right) and his son, David Martin, carving a new totem pole in 
Thunderbird Park, 1951. 



Wawadiťła, the Mungo Martin House in Thunderbird Park (exterior view, left), is 
used for First Nations cultural events such as this memorial feast in 2015 (interior 

view, right).  



The chiefs who recorded 
the histories in 1958 

(left). A view of the village 
of Kitwancool (now called 

Gitanyow) on the cover 
(above).  



 
 

Nisg̱a’a Simgigat (Hereditary Chieftains) with crates of repatriated cultural objects from 
the Royal BC Museum and Canadian Museum of History at the Nisg̱a’a Museum in the 

Nisg̱a’a village of Lax̱ga̱lts’ap, September 15, 2010. 
  
 



Dr Joseph Gosnell, then President of the Nisga’a Nation (centre), with Nisga’a Nation 
executives and Royal BC Museum staff in the exhibition, Nisga’a: People of the Nass 

River, 2010. 



The Huu-ay-aht ceremonial screen 
that used to hang in the Royal BC 

Museum’s First People gallery (left) 
was one of the cultural objects 
repatriated to Huu-ay-aht First 

Nations in Port Alberni, November 
19, 2016 (below). 



A difficult national 
conversation: 

The Task Force Report on 
Museums and First Peoples, 

1992. 



HuupuKwanum-Tupaat: Out of the 
Mist, Treasures of the Nuu-chah-nulth 

Chiefs, a partnership with the Nuu-
chah-nulth Tribal Council, opened at 

the Royal BC Museum in 1999. 



Our Living Languages: First Peoples’ Voices in British Columbia, a partnership exhibition with the 
First Peoples’ Cultural Council, opened at the Royal BC Museum in 2014. 



A difficult national 
conversation: the Truth 

and Reconciliation 
Commission of 

Canada’s Calls to 
Action, 2015. 



Increased emphasis on repatriation brings with it a re-examination 
of unspoken historical narratives created by museum 

documentation.  



At the ‘Witnessing Ceremony’ that opened S’abadeb – The Gifts: 
Pacific Coast Salish Art and Artists at the Royal BC Museum, 2008. 





Whatever path is taken will necessitate a new manner of speaking, one 
that First Nations people will teach us . . . . 



Thank you. 
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